THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
savages, nevertheless superior to the latter. Human
intelligence invented arms and a military art to which
the bravest barbarian warriors must succumb. Though
the disparity of armaments was in former times not
nearly so great as it is now, yet owing to their highly
developed tactics, perfect discipline, and an efficient
commissariat, the Roman legions were victorious in
all encounters with wild warriors.
Growing riches and a refined culture, however, along
with the habits of a long peace, made the Roman citizens
less and less inclined to submit to that hard and severe
discipline and ever less minded to take service in the
army.   Neither did the proletarians of the capital, who
were sustained by imperial donations of grain, who paid
no taxes and passed their lives enjoying feasts and
spectacles, feel any desire to become soldiers and endure
the hardships of war.   There were so many less civilised
and very warlike nations at the disposal of the Roman
government;    Illyrians,   Arabs,   Germans  above  all,
served in the armies.    The emperors, ever distrustful
of the Roman nobles, rather favoured this development.
An economic factor supervened to subvert the military
organisation.    Until the second century before Christ
the Roman armed forces had been a militia, the able-
bodied citizens being called in when a war broke out.
Conditions had changed, however, during the second
Punic war.    The militia was replaced by an army of
professional soldiers, the prolonged, almost permanent,
wars of the republic and the extension of its territory f
making this change inevitable.    Under the emperors
the army retained its professional character;   the time
when the Roman citizens could be called to arms was
long past.   In the third century, however, precious metals
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